
Description of Sessions 
 

Undergraduates 

Power Point Presentation Upload  

Undergraduates should upload and review their oral presentation during one of these three 

sessions.  Technical assistance with these presentations will be available.  

 

Orientation/What is LANS? (All Disciplines) 

The orientation session is intended to provide an overview of the symposium and discuss 

expectations for symposium participants.  Undergraduates will be provided with a 

conference tool prior to their arrival to help them highlight their goals and organize the 

information and contacts they may obtain during the conference. Panelists will outline 

funding opportunities for Undergraduates, with time for Q&A between panelists and 

participants. The final session is designed to foster networking among the symposium 

participants (Undergraduates, graduate students, doctoral scholars, faculty, etc.) across all 

the disciplines.   

 

Graduate Students 

Moderators Training  

This session aims to help prepare you to effectively moderate undergraduate oral 

presentations And undergraduate poster presentations.  Information will be provided 

regarding the introduction, handling of questions and management of oral presentations.  

In addition, you will review oral and poster session logistics and discuss sample questions.  

During oral presentations, doctoral scholars will assist graduate student moderators by 

monitoring time and managing the room.  Doctoral scholars will also be encouraged to 

assist graduate student moderators in compiling written evaluations of each presenter.  

Moderators will receive assignments for oral or poster sessions and review feedback forms.  

Please note that moderators' areas of expertise are considered when assigning 

undergraduate oral and poster presenters.  



Seniors, first, and second year graduate students 

Graduate Research Fellowship Program- Undergraduates & Graduate Students 

The NSF graduate research fellowship program (GRFP) helps to ensure the vitality and 

diversity of the scientific and engineering workforce in the united states. The program 

recognizes and supports outstanding graduate students who are pursuing research-based 

masters and doctoral degrees in fields within NSF's mission. The GRFP provides three years 

of support for the graduate education of individuals who have demonstrated their potential 

for significant achievements in science and engineering research.  In this session, you will 

learn how to develop a competitive application, including ways to write a compelling 

personal statement and convey your research idea. This session is for seniors, first, and 

second year graduate students in stem, social sciences, psychology, physics & 

astronomy, materials research, life sciences, and geosciences.  

Undergraduates: Applied & Basic Biosciences, Engineering, Physical Sciences, & MD-PhD 

Novartis – Gap Year Scholar Program  

Learn more about the benefits of participating in a 2-year post baccalaureate research 

experience at the Novartis institutes for biomedical research (NIBR).  The program offers a 

unique opportunity to perform innovative, fundamental research in a pharmaceutical 

setting.  A panel of alumni and current gap year scholars will engage in a lively discussion 

exploring the program highlights, publication records, scientific projects, and programming 

elements that help to strengthen their competitiveness for top biomedical PhD and MD-

PhD programs.  

 

Prep (Post-Baccalaureate Research Education Program) 

Prep is a NIH-funded internship program that encourages underrepresented minorities who 

hold a recent baccalaureate degree in a biomedically relevant science to gain the research 

skills and academic credentials to become competitive applicants to, and successful 

students in, highly selective doctoral programs. In this session you will learn about program 

sites the benefits of the PREP program, and how to apply. 

 

 



Undergraduates: Humanities and Social Sciences 

The Art of the Statement of Purpose  

The statement of purpose is a one of the cornerstones of any application to graduate 

school. This panel on the “Art of the Personal Statement” features Leadership Alliance 

faculty and administrators, who will share their insights regarding what makes and effective 

statement of purpose. Attendees should leave the session with a clear sense of the 

structure and style of an effective statement of purpose, as well as strategies for writing 

one. This panel is strongly recommended for all Leadership Alliance Mellon Initiative 

students because it will cap the work that you have done over the course of the summer on 

exploring and articulating your research interests. 

Graduate Students, Post Docs 

Coincert, The Soundtrack to Financial Freedom 

Our unique approach is to connect our participants to important financial "coincepts" by 

including a component that all generations appreciate, Music.  Coincerts are fun-filled, 

financial literacy fun! During the Coincert participants are encouraged to discuss the lyrics 

to trendy songs that focus on "coincepts" about money. These songs are current yet 

appropriate and always censored for our audience. 

Administrators, Coordinators, Doctoral Scholars, Faculty, and Guests 

Fair Play (Part 1& 2) 

Funding from the University of Wisconsin System Administration and National Institutes of 

Health provides the opportunity to learn about and identify biases within Fair Play; 

complementary workshops help participants address and counteract them in academic 

settings.  Fair Play provides players with the opportunity to take the perspective of Jamal 

Davis, a Black graduate student on his way to becoming a renowned professor. In this 

game, players experience racial bias during interactions with other characters, as well as in 

the virtual environment. As Jamal, the road to success involves navigating the academic 

world; as a Black student, bias can steer you off of a successful path. Winning in Fair 

Play involves learning when and how to name biases. While many will succeed in Fair Play, 

the true winners are those that learn the reality of bias. 



Undergraduates: Applied & Basic Biosciences, Engineering, Physical Sciences, & MD-PhD 

Grad School, I Wish I Knew…  

In this panel, our graduate students reflect on their academic transition from 

undergraduate to graduate school pathway.  Panelists will provide participants with real-

time advice and mentoring on how to best prepare, tell you what they wish they knew and 

best answer questions you have about your own advance degree pathway!   

Undergraduates: Humanities and Social Sciences 

My Life as a Humanist 

Dr. Marisa Galvez reflects on her academic transition to her career pathway, and provides 

participants in the humanities and social science disciplines with real-time advice and 

mentoring.   

Graduate Students, Post Docs 

Post-Doc Opportunities  

This session provides the audience with resources to help make informed decisions about 

pursuing postdoctoral careers. Panelists will discuss what they do in their current positions, 

what opportunities are there, what resources are available to help decide the next turn in 

the career pathway.  

Undergraduates: Applied & Basic Biosciences, Engineering, Physical Sciences, & MD-PhD 

Breakfast and Panels: The Graduate School Application (ALL Disciplines)  

The graduate school application process panels are a constant feature of the symposium. 

The goal of these discipline specific sessions is to introduce undergraduate students to the 

process of applying to PhD and MD-PhD programs.  Topics to be addressed include, but 

are not limited to:  

• How to choose and be competitive for the right PhD program 

• How to choose and be competitive for the right MD-PhD program 

• Application submission  

• Financing your graduate education 

 

 



Everyone 

 

Recruiting Fairs: General (STEM) And Humanities & Social Sciences 

The recruiting fairs provide an opportunity for students to talk one-on-one with faculty, 

administrators and staff from alliance member institutions and with alliance affiliates from 

both private and public research organizations.  Participating representatives will share 

information about the programs, resources and opportunities that institutions and affiliated 

organizations have to offer for students at the undergraduate, graduate and postdoctoral 

level.  The two recruiting fairs will be held simultaneously. 

 

 

 


